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Guest:  Flamboyan Foundation, Kristin Ehrgood

Puerto Rico based, now in DC
Focuses on Parent Engagement that leads to students achievement
Did study on DCPC schools through Endeavor Group 

Wanted to find out:  Does Parental Engagement actually lead to higher achievement?

Looked at different kids of engagement: home, classroom, school, system

Three decades of research overwhelmingly correlates that critical role of family engagement with increase in student achievement.  But what kind of engagement?

PIQE is one long-term study that focuses on immigrant population.  Acknowledges that it is more successful with this participation rather than with African American families.

Has also done a survey of all of the different local and national parent engagement orgs and what their purpose if

Focus group came up with conclusions:

Recommendation:  Before deciding on a program, find out what skills are that parents want to gain

O-A specific needs:
Diverse needs
Want to engage some parents more
What elements defy all of our segments that can unite the community?  What motivates all of our participants?

Reviewed 

Research shows that the longer the program, the better.  This was one concern about PESA (length)

Question re: which age group to prioritize?

Agenda Item: Discussion on Forms of Parent Involvement:

· Because of our diverse parent population, various forms of engagement are needed to meet the needs of our school
· A multi-pronged approach is needed

Programmatic Level:

PESA and PARTICIPA to help engage Latino parents in forming a community to address working with children at home (5 sessions) and then how to engage in the school (6 sessions). 

Supporting Teacher-Focus on Parent Involvement:
At Staff Meeting or Professional Development day, engage in discussion re: how to involve parents, communication with parents, “best practices” for parent involvement in the classroom. Focus on and highlight strategies that are working amongst our Oyster-Adams teaching community.  Monica Follow up w/teachers to plan for presentation. 

Events and Community Building Level:

Literacy Night: Will begin at the end of January! Focus on picking “just right book” (know child’s reading level and to pick an appropriate book) for both Spanish and English. Ofir shared interested to coordinate with Pam Ross and Laura Kleinmann.  Idea of “centers” approach, and to have other topics (e.g. reading strategies)

Grade Level Meetings for Parents:
Idea: Coordinate twice or three times a year meeting by grade level (or by conjuntos) as informational and learning strategies meetings(rather than a Back to School night) for parents. This will help teachers communicate how parents can support learning at home, as well as help in communication between parents and teachers 

Informational Level:

Meetings to introduce Parents to Oyster-Adams
· Different groups need information regarding our school
· Pre-K and K parents
· Internationally born parents who are new to the US system
· Parents who are new to Oyster-Adams (at all grade levels)

Brainstorm for Qualities for LSRT Co-Chair: ability to engage parent community, communication skills, chairs  (SUSAN, I DON’T REMEMBER ALL>>>> FILL IN! –Julia)

Action Items:

1. Julia will check in with Flamboyan group to inquire about teaching best practices for parent involvement
2. Ofir will coordinate for Literacy Night in January with Pam Ross, Laura Kleinmann
3. Monica will check in with PESA to include PARTICIPA program as part of the budget
4. Monica will coordinate Parent Involvement topic for Staff Meeting 
5. Claudia will contact “Turn the Page” parent group regarding workshops as well as facilitate a gathering of internationally born parents 


