
OYSTER-ADAMS LSRT

23 NOV 2009 Meeting

Oyster Intermediate Campus Art Room, 6 pm

ATTENDANCE

Monica Liang-Aguirre, Ibis Villegas, Julia Hainer-Violand, Susan Stevenson, Prince Hunter, Rick Quinones, Anne Marie Bairstow, Laura Kleinmann, Ofir Hurtado, Claudia Martin, Tatum Byfield, Maureen Diner, Vivian Portis-Escoto, Leticia Naranjo

Guests:  Melissa Shaw (O-A Social Worker), Martha Sanchez, Maria Elena Nawar, Katia Garrett, Terry Shea, Elena Vinegradova, Julia Aymerich, Debra Durham-Vichr, Tamara Belt, Liz Fallace
AGENDA

Housekeeping:

Communications Policy

Co-Chairs discussed how information is disseminated on behalf of the LSRT.  We will improve communications by adhering to a general policy:

By working toward advancing information to school community with plenty of advance notice
By being sure that any communication that goes out from LSRT be approved/edited by Co-Chairs and Principal
LSRT Membership

Igone Arteagoita (Alaitz, 6th gr) will take place of Sandra Gonzalez as parent rep.
Awaiting word from two candidates for bilingual community rep
3.      Conflict with January 27 date for LSRT meeting with general OCC Meeting.  Meeting rescheduled for January 20.  

Guest Speakers on Parent Involvement Programs

1.  Emma Violand-Sanchez, Arlington School Board Member and Founder of Escuela Bolivia addressed the LSRT Members and Guests and did a power point presentation, “Practices for Connecting With Families” (Julia do we have a digital attachment?  or just provide a hard copy w/minutes in notebook? 
She addressed issues including the many challenges of life as an immigrant; types of school-family involvement and highlights of the Barrett Project Interaction Family Program:  library nights, computer nights, kitchen math exchanges, Parents’ Pledge, Friday Volunteer Breakfast, etc... (again, see digital attach. or hard copy in notebook for more info)

2.  Elizabeth Clavel Love, Parent Coordinator for Escuela Bolivia addressed the meeting and spoke about two parent engagement programs Escuela Bolivia offers, PESA and PARTICIPA en mi Educacion.  PESA teaches parenting skills that improve academic achievement, family communication and self-confidence.  It was created to complement the classroom skills taught to teachers in TESA.  

Escuela Bolivia uses PESA to engage and build trust with parents before involving them in PARTICIPA, which is a parent leadership and advocacy program, partially based on MALDEF's PSP.    PARTICIPA teaches mostly immigrant families about how the U.S. education system (and Arlington specifically) works, the benefits of parent involvement, how to engage with teachers, how to read report cards and support their kids academically, and how to get involved in their school and school system.  Escuela Bolivia identifies leaders through these programs and involves them in many ways, including a Train the Trainers to replicate the program.  (again, see digital attach. or hard copy in notebook for more info
Speakers wrapped up, and there was Q&A for next 20-plus minutes.
Principal’s Update

A search is actively underway for a new Asst. Principal to come to the intermediate campus as soon as this winter.  

There was some discussion about the level of involvement of the parent-led teacher retention and recruitment committee, which the principal intends to begin work again this March.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:45, to meet next on 18 December, 6 pm and follow up with work on sub-committees.
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